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In “Contra Naturam” – sin against nature, Michelle Lougee is looking closely at our most precious but 
compromised resource – water. In fact she's looking very closely, by examining macro- and micro-organisms with
her signature material, post-consumer plastic bags. It is a new look at our habits, ourselves and our precious 
planet. In a large installation entitled Ubiquitous, Lougee envisions the abstract microscopic inhabitants of a drop
of water. The vibrant, textural forms want to wiggle and stretch out, eager to colonize the surroundings. 

These works elicit a tension with nature. Produced from collected post-consumer plastic that would otherwise 
find its way to a landfill, they are easy to look at, cheerful even, but they represent deep problems in our culture 
and environment. Since the human body is 60% water, it quickly becomes personal.

Also on display are textural collage drawings formed from plastic bags. These are stitched and layered with other 
castoff bits including papyrus, cloth, paper and drawings. The pieces reference the world around us. They can be 
interpreted as landscapes or cell structures, or sometimes both simultaneously. 

“These textural works evoke microscopic structures, suggesting an underlying unseen world that is bulging with 
possibilities and life.”  – B. Lynch, Director, Trustman Art Gallery

Lougee has exhibited recently at Chesterwood, The Christian Science Plaza, The Peabody Essex Museum, The 
Qorikancha Museum in Peru, the Kunstverein Tiergarten in Berlin and The Trustman Art Gallery at Simmons 
College. In addition, Ms. Lougee teaches sculpture, drawing, and ceramics at Lesley University and Danforth Art 
Museum.

“Contra Naturam” will be shown concurrently with Jessica Straus’  “Uh Oh!”. Exhibition images available upon 
request. For more information please contact:

Almitra Stanley, Director Michelle Lougee Gallery Hours:
(617) 482-7781 (617) 721-4905 Wed-Sun 12-6
bostonsculptors  @  yahoo  .  com mail@mlougee.com
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